Minutes of the third meeting of the project PREDANTAR, UCL, 27 March 2013, 13h-17h.
Participants: Antoine Barthélemy (UCL), Alexander Barth (ULg), Martin Canter (UCL), Sally Close (UCL), Svetlana Dubinkina (UCL), Hugues Goosse (UCL), François Massonnet (UCL), Bert Van Schaeybroeck (RMI), Stéphane Vannitsem (RMI), Violette Zunz (UCL).

The meeting starts by a presentation by each group giving an overview of its recent activities related to the project and of the plans for the next 12 months:

Dynamics and predictability of a new low-order ocean-atmosphere model (Stéphane Vannitsem, RMI).
Relating ensemble skill and spread (Bert Van Schaeybroeck, RMI).

An assessment of climate state reconstructions obtained using particle filtering methods (Svetlana Dubinkina, UCL)

Decadal predictions of Southern Ocean sea ice : testing different initialization methods with an Earth-system Model of Intermediate Complexity (Violette Zunz, UCL).

Entrainment-driven modulation of Southern Ocean mixed layer properties and sea ice variability in CMIP5 models (Sally Close, UCL)

Bias correction by repeated assimilation and stochastic forcing (Martin Canter)

Ensemble Data Assimilation with NEMO-LIM and recent improvements for ice drift assimilation (Alexander Barth, Mohamed Ouberdous, Martin Canter ULg).
The ensemble Kalman filter with NEMO-LIM3 (François Massonnet, UCL).

The deliverables that were due for month 24 and the ones for the next 6 months are then reviewed (all the deliverables due before month 24 have been provided as explained in our mid-term evaluation report). It appears that we are nearly on time for all of them. A short delay of a few months is anticipated for deliverables D7 and D11. The simulation are running and they should be finished in the coming weeks.
The meeting with the reviewers of our mid-term evaluation report is then prepared but our main activities in this framework are expected after receiving the reviewers comments.

The tasks that will imply strong interactions between the partners are finally analyzed and discussed. In particular, thanks to the developments achieved by each groups on its main tasks, three joint papers are expected in the coming months:
1/ A paper devoted to the analysis of the post-processing methods in the data assimilation experiments performed with NEMO-LIM as a tool to diagnose model biases,
2/ A comparison of the results of NEMO-LIM with and without data assimilation,
3/ An analysis of the behavior of post-processing methods in LOVECLIM in case of changing forcing, 

Informal meeting will be organized to finalize those studies. The next meeting of the whole group is scheduled early October at the RMI.
