Minutes of the third meeting of the project PREDANTAR, RMI, 7 February 2012, 14h-18h.
Participants: Alexander Barth (ULg), Sally Close (UCL), Hugues Goosse (UCL), François Massonnet (UCL), Pierre Mathiot (UCL), Mohamed Ouberdous (ULg), Bert Van Schaeybroeck, Stéphane Vannitsem (RMI), Violette Zunz (UCL).

The meeting starts by a presentation by each group giving an overview of its recent activities related to the project and of the plans for the next 12 months:

Stéphane Vannitsem, Bert Van Schaeybroeck. Recent advances on post-processing and the installation of LOVECLIM at RMI.
Alexander Barth, Mohamed Ouberdous. Implementing an ensemble data assimilation scheme with NEMO-LIM.

François Massonnet, Violette Zunz. The late 20th and 21st century Antarctic sea ice cover as simulated by CMIP5 models: an overview

Sally Close. Variability of the upper Southern Ocean and links to sea ice change

The deliverables that were due for month 12 and the ones for the next 6 months are then reviewed. It appears that we are on time for the majority of them. Some deliverables (D1, D6, D9) have been included in our annual report but some of them such as D.1 (choice of the MOS model) and D.9 (evaluation of models skill) are actually corresponding to continuous tasks. Although the main work is achieved, the reports will be updated as new information on the subject is obtained. A short delay is anticipated for deliverables D10 and D16 as explained in our annual report but the task will be finished in the coming months. Otherwise, we are following the plan proposed in the project and no significant modification appears required at this stage. In particular, none of the short delays in the work performed in one group will affect the work of the other ones.
The tasks that will imply strong interactions between the partners are finally analyzed and discussed. 

1/ ULg and UCL groups will work together on 'sanity check' that probably need to be introduced to avoid instabilities in the data assimilation system, on the selection of the drift data that will be assimilated  and on the interest of performing an anamorphosis of the sea ice concentration. Email exchanges on those subject are planned over the next weeks. 
2/ RMI and UCL will interact to define the experimental design that will allow testing MOS in realistic but controlled conditions in order to develop an efficient correction method for the predictions of the sea ice extent. They will also discuss the best way to define mean conditions and anomalies in the framework of the forecast experiments. A meeting on this subject is planned in Louvain-la-Neuve at the end of February/beginning of March.
The next meeting of the whole group is scheduled for August or September at ULg.
